THE AWAKENING OF MODERN EGYPT

administrative ability. When in 1877 he first came to Egypt
as the English representative on the Caisse de la Dette he was
only thirty-six years of age, but his outstanding qualities soon
made him the most powerful personality on the Commission
of Inquiry of 1878. He was appointed later Controller-
General with his French colleague M. de Blignieres, but left
the Egyptian service after a few months for India, to return in
1883, a year after the Occupation, as British Agent and Consul-
General. He remained in that office for twenty-four years,
during which time his name was closely associated with aU
reforms and events of importance in the history of Egypt. He
eventually became the incarnation of English policy in Egypt
and the epitome of all that was good and bad in the
Occupation.

With Cromer the names of Edgar Vincent, the first financial
adviser, of Colin Scott MoncrieflE, William Garstin and Will-
cox, the famous irrigation engineers, will be remembered for
the reforms they instituted. Sir Edgar Vincent was the origin-
ator of the reserve fund which in the end put Egypt's credit on
a level with that of England and France. To have achieved
that success after the country's imminent bankruptcy
indicated a great talent for economy and financial administra-
tion.

In the first years of the Occupation the treasury was left by
the Orabists in a hopeless state. Funds were needed to pay the
indemnities granted to those who suffered losses during the
riots and the bombardment, to defray expenses incurred in
preparing military expeditions during the first years of the
Mahdi revolution, and to finance certain reforms which were
of vital importance to the State. To have declared the State
insolvent as was done in 1879 would have entailed a new inter-
national hegemony inimical to English interests. All efforts
were therefore concentrated on obviating bankruptcy. The
British Agent had thus to curtail expenses by every means,
and to insist on withdrawing from the Sudan in spite of strong
opposition from Egypt and the outside world. Seeing that the
fellaheen were hard hit by the heavy taxes with which they
were burdened, it was strongly recommended to negotiate a
new loan guaranteed by the Powers. For this reason an inter-
national conference was held in London in 1885 aad a loan